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THE DEFAULT LICENSE ON DATA@UNIMI 

 

Each Dataverse installation provides a set of license(s) data can be released under, and whether users 

can specify custom terms instead.  

Data@UNIMI applies licensing information at the dataset level and this is displayed along with the 

dataset metadata. All datasets created through the Dataverse software interface have a default CC0 

Public Domain license, but other licenses can be applied.  

 

mailto:https://rdm.unimi.it/licenses-for-accessing-your-research-data/
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Data@UNIMI applies the Creative Commons CC0 Public Domain Dedication license by default if you 

do not make an explicit license selection. To apply a license different from CC0, go to the ‘Terms’ tab 

in your dataset page (as shown in the image above).   

 

 

CHOOSING A LICENSE 

 

It is useful to consider licenses that have been developed with awareness of international law and that 

place minimal restrictions on reuse. The Creative Commons organization defines a variety of licenses 

which allow copyright holders to more openly release their intellectual property, thus with fewer 

legal restrictions than is the case with standard copyright regulations. Each Creative Commons 

license has different features and will thus apply different terms on intellectual property. Although 

the author's work remains copyrighted, a Creative Commons license allows others to copy, share and 

reuse the work with limited or no restrictions, while different licenses apply different conditions on 

use, reuse, sharing and attributes. Furthermore, CC licenses also address the variations of laws of 

different countries. 

The CC0 Public Domain license is a good choice for datasets, especially if researchers want to enhance 

open science and open access, because it facilitates reuse, extensibility, and long-term preservation of 

research data by assuring that the data can be safely handled by anyone without fear of potential 

copyright pitfalls. When using Data@UNIMI, you can select one of the licenses listed below, or, 

alternatively, keep the custom CC0 license.   

 

CC Zero: is a public dedication tool, which allows creators to give up their 

copyright and put their works into the worldwide public domain. CC0 

allows re-users to distribute, remix, adapt, and build upon the material in 

any medium or format, with no conditions. 

 

CC-BY: This license allows re-users to distribute, remix, adapt, and build 

upon the material in any medium or format, so long as attribution is given 

to the creator. The license allows for commercial use. 
 

CC BY-SA: This license allows re-users to distribute, remix, adapt, and 

build upon the material in any medium or format, so long as attribution 

is given to the creator. The license allows for commercial use. If you 

remix, adapt, or build upon the material, you must license the modified 

material under identical terms. 

 

https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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APPLYING TERMS  

 

Rights metadata is managed by Data@UNIMI in the same way in which normal metadata is managed. 

If you do not wish to apply a license but simply to apply terms of access, then, as the image below 

shows, select ‘custom dataset terms’ in the field ‘dataset terms’.  The human access is provided by 

the usual web GUI (graphical user interface), while machine access is provided in standard JSON 

through the use of the dataverse software API:  

 

 
 

The monitoring of compliance is usually managed at deposit time, before publication. All restriction 

requests are questioned by curators and central staff.  File restriction adoptions are not monitored 

when the user deposit autonomously, without intervention from curation staff. It has never 

happened so far.  

 

FURTHER HELP  

  

 Didn’t find what you are looking for? Check the guide or the UNIMI data management 

website. 

 Explore the Creative Commons website to know more. 

 Still have some questions? Contact Data@UNIMI support. 

https://www.unimi.it/sites/default/files/2020-07/guida%20breve%20a%20dataverse_0.pdf
https://rdm.unimi.it/
https://creativecommons.org/
mailto:dataverse@unimi.it
https://www.kuleuven.be/wieiswie/en/person/ue711187

